
    REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

MARCH 18, 2013 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR 

MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE 

DUMAS COMMISSION CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7TH 

STREET OF SAID CITY: 

 

 Members Present:   Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

      Commissioner Michael L. Funk 

Commissioner Vernon McDowell 

       Commissioner Steve Bodnar  

       City Attorney Tom Moore   

       City Manager Vince DiPiazza 

      

 Members Absent:   Mayor Pat L. Sims 

 

Others Present:  Kim Rehkopf, Jim Nelson, Arbie Taylor, Kenny Friar, Tim Salley, Earnie 

Baten, Rowdy Rhoades, Jose Escamilla, Paul J. Jenkins, Judy Pendley, Ryan Farrow, Loke 

Marquez, Steve Ramos, Emmitt Rice, Larry Riesling, and Brandon Skipworth. 

   

 Mayor Pro Tem Bonner called the meeting to order.   

  

 During attending citizens and their business, Tim Salley, candidate for City 

Commissioner Place 3, introduced himself to the Commission. Mr. Salley has lived in Dumas 

for eight years and has a law degree. Incumbent Steve Bodnar stated he would like to keep 

serving the community and has lived in Dumas for twenty-five years. 

   

A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Commissioner McDowell, 

and passed unanimously to approve the March 4, 2013 Regular City Commission meeting 

minutes and paying the bills.  

 

 Mayor Pro Tem Bonner opened the Formal Session. 

  

 Larry Riesling, with Edward Jones Investments, asked the Commission to reconsider 

the sale of certificates of obligation as competitive sales. Mr. Riesling would like the 

Commission to consider negotiated sales.  Mr. Riesling said he has clients that are interested 

in owning the bonds, depending on the interest rate and maturity date.  A motion was made 

by Commissioner Funk, seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed unanimously to 

pursue negotiated sales to allow local qualified entities to bid. 

 

 Earnie Baten asked the Commission to consider allowing him to close 7th and 8th 

Streets between Dumas Avenue and Bliss Avenue for a car show to be held on August 10, 

2013.  The car show is a fundraiser for MS, “DreaMS of a CURE”. Mr. Baten said Moore 

County Judge Rowdy Rhoades gave them permission to hold the car show at the court house 

where there is better exposure. Commissioner Funk asked Mr. Baten if they carried liability 

insurance and Mr. Baten said yes. Interim Police Chief Jim Nelson stated he is concerned 



because 7th Street is a thoroughfare street. A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, 

seconded by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed unanimously to table this item until Mr. 

Baten has permission to hold a car show from the businesses surrounding the court house. 

   

 Ryan Farrow attended the last city commission meeting requesting a water tap 

outside the city limits.  Mr. Farrow said the neighboring property has a ¾ inch line instead of 

a 2 inch line.  The Commission told Mr. Farrow they would not allow him to tap into the 

city’s 30 inch water line. Mr. Farrow said west of his property a contractor was installing two 

gas lines and hit a water line. Mr. Farrow said the neighbors do not know who the line 

belongs to but he thinks this is a route he should pursue. The Commission denied the request 

for utilities outside the city limits for Ryan Farrow.  

 

 City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented a resolution to enter a contract with Happy 

State Bank for $1,500,000.  Ninety day short term note at four percent, interest total is 

$15,123.29. A motion was made by Commissioner McDowell, seconded by Commissioner 

Funk, and passed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 13-05 authorizing the application 

for a ninety day short term loan with Happy State Bank for $1,500,000 at four percent with 

interest totaling $15,123.29. 

    

Mayor Pro Tem Bonner opened the Work Session.  

 

Public Works Director Arbie Taylor said the lift stations at Morton and 14th Street 

need repaired. Mr. Taylor said if the city chooses to build a wet well at Morton lift station it 

would cost approximately $279,000 and if they use grinder pumps it would cost 

approximately $300,000. Mr. Taylor told the Commission that the 14th Street lift station is 

critical. Commissioner Bodnar asked how this project would be funded. City Manager Vince 

DiPiazza said by the existing money left in the bond funds. The Commission agreed that the 

city should bid out the lift station project.  

  

 Kenny Friar with Parkhill Smith & Cooper presented updates on the following 

projects:  Mr. Friar said Parkhill Smith & Cooper would have the bid specifications in one to 

two weeks on the police department, city hall, and golf course roofs; water well field pumps 

have been set; work has started on the south clarifier at the WWTP; South Loop project has 

been operating for two weeks; the paperwork for the Hwy. 87 project is ready to submit to 

TxDOT for payment to the city; the new landfill application is ready to submit to TCEQ, then 

the review process will begin.   

   

 Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:   

        

                                                   

_________________________ 

Vince DiPiazza, City Manager 


